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REASONS 


King's Injunction, &c. 


O Man can think, that a 
late Order from the King 
to the Archbiſhops and 
91 Biſhops, directing them 

to oblige their whole 

Clergy to an Obſerva- 

tion of the 55th Canon, ſhould now be 

given, but upon well-confider'd Reaſons: 

Jam ſure, we have long ſtood in need 

ol ſuch an Injunction: For, beſides, 


LM | 4 - 
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Firſt, That the Divines of tlie Church 
of England have, for ſo conſiderable a 
Time, gone on in an utter Diſregard of 
this ſo material a Canon, and therein 
ſtand chargeable with acting counter to 
their Ordination-Promiſes; no Man be- 

ing admitted into Holy Orders, until he 
hath atteſted the Lawfulneſs of the Book of 
Common Prayer, and promiſed, that he him: 
felf will uſe the ſame, and no other, in publick. 
Beſides this, I ſay, fo plain a Breach of 
their Fidelity to the Church, and their 
Dioceſans, which I requeſt them to recol- 


lect in the firſt place : They 0 als 
conſider, 


Secondly, That 'tis a Tranforefion of 
the = Law of the Land, which, 
in the Acts of Parliament for Uniformity 
in Common Prayer, both old and new, 
enjoins peremptorily, Chat no Pan thai 
uſe any Pꝛapers openly, or in publick, but ſuch 


as are ſet foꝛth in the ſaid Book: So that 
here you have a Breach both of Canon 


and Common Law and a Difobedience 
to 


(33 | 
to higher Powers, both Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil. Let them then conſider, 


_ Thirdly, That 'tis utterly to the De- 
auction 'of that Unity in the Church, 
which we find to be — great and excel- | 
lent Confideration recommended by the 
King to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, in 
the very Title of the late Order, and 
chiefly inſiſted on in the Order irſelf. The 
King, who has ſolemnly promiſed to main- 
tain — eſtabliſh'd Church, cou'd hard iy 
have begun his gracious Reign with a 
, more: ſubſtantial Proof of his good Affe- 
; tions to Her, than by this of enjoining 
, punQuual: Adherence to Her Canons ; and 


no Man, ſurely, can judge it to be in | dan- 


'ger, whilſt we ſee our Sovereign has at 
his Royal Heart, what ſo nearly concerns 
Her; I mean, thoſe Eccleſraſtical Orders, 
which, lo long as they ſtand, will be its 
ſure Defence. But when the King, with 
ſo pious a Zeal for that great and bleſ- 
ſed thing, the Church's Onity, makes it the | 
Baſis of his Charge, how much, indeed, 
1s the * oblig d to him, both a8 4 

B 2 De- 


{+) 
Defender and Reformer, having ſo long 
ſuffer d upon this Heat!, by thoſe. enor- 
mous Liberties of Praying, which ſome 


of the Clergy eſs before their Ser- 
mons? | | 


For, let any Man but view, to debe a 
Meaſure of Irregularity and Diſorder they 
are arrivd. Go but-a little beyond the 
Tower, and there a Reverend Divine ſhall 
pray you half an Hour, the very leaſt, 
before his Sermon. If any thing with- 
out the Condenticle cou'd merit to be term'd 
even more a Conventicle Service, no doubt, 
tis this. I only wiſh this Gentleman 
were an Inſtance, as fingular i in his Kind, 
as he is ſometimes ſurprizing in his Mat- 
ter. But, alas, for the ſame Fanatick Way 
of Praying | how do we find it to be the 
Practice of Men, and Numbers, ſuch as 
we even dare not name. A prodigious 
thing ! that Perſons furniſhed with ſuch a 
Compoſure of Devotion, as is the incom- 

parable Service of the Church, ſhould 
thus break out, ( at the Expence of 
Rule and Order, and every ſort of 
"I, 


ok 


Tie, both of Conformity to the Churth, and 
Obedience to the State) into a LicentiouG 
neſs of Pulpit-prayiog, ſuch, and ſo ma- 
nag d, as it were on purpoſe, to ſhew us 
this their Thought, that all the Common 
Prayer uſed before, either went for no- 
Thing, or that they cou'd pray a great 
deal better. As * one diſcourſing — this 


1 extravagant Humour, has it : The plain 


* 


Engliſb of which, (ſays he), is this, 
That either the Congregation hath not 
been praying all the while till then, or 
hitherto they have pray d only in 'the 
Church's Language, the Common Pray- 
ers; nau they maſt mend them, and 


pray We ,of 2 Eu Man, J indi- 
ting. 110} 


— 


on 2 GH NG 


3 Sett of Divines to avoid this 
Error, pray not at all, more than a Col. 
lect, ng; the Lords Freyer; and what has 
been the Conſequence of this, but a Diſ- 
_ wee a CO in x the Church! ! Fo or 
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x pablicł Devotion, D. r. ke fer Benj, Tooke, in „ the 
Year Ont” „ | 


it 


(6) 

it has been made a Party- buſineſs: And. 
whilſt the Man of long Devotion in the 

Pulpit, is in Exerciſe, he is underſtood, 

by the Slur hereby caſt on the Common 
Prayer, to declare himſelf on tlie Side of 
thoſe, whoſe Indifferency for all Church- 
Inſtitutions, is a conſiderable Part of their 
_ CharaGter, as Whiggs. The Whiggs, on 
the other hand, being told of this, charge 
it upon the ColleF- Men, that: they avoid 
the con er to wave praying for the 


15 little Variation 200, ths dere ap- 
_ pear d, even amongſt'the Long-Prayer- Mer 
themſelves, in point of praying for the 
King: For whilſt ſome pray for the 
King of Great Britain, France, and Ire- 
land, "Defender of the Faith - others, to 
ſhew. 4 greater Zeal, give (as they are 
| juſtly due) the Titles of Supream Gover- 
nour, in all Cauſes, and over all Perſons, &c. 
But there is a Reverend Divine, not far 
from Foſter-lane, who not content to do as 
others do, by adding in its place, and 
all the Royal * muſt ſay, - and the 


ret 
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(6 
reſt of THAT Royal Family; for fear, I 
ſuppoſe, he ſhould | be underſtood to mean 
ſome other Family; or, that he had a 
Pretender in his Sleeve, tho, I think, he 
does not wear the cut One ; or rather, by. 
way of Innuendo, as if ſome others of his 
Brethren pray d for a Royal Family of 


_ IS. Tang Es 


The Sum of the Argument is this: 
The Church is put into diſorder, by Diſ- 
agreement, and the Want of one general 
Accord in Praying; (a thing the Church 
believd to be ſufficiently eftabliſh'd by 


Her Liturg y and Canons.) The Conſe- 


quences of which have been, Confuſion 
and Diſtraction within thoſe Walls, where 


Peace (if our -Prayers and utmoſt Care cd 


keep it there) ſhould dwell for ever. And 


whilſt the Sentiments' of the People up- 


on the Matter, have been divided, ſome 


approving this Way beſt, ſome that: 


What Variance, Emulation, Strife, Sedi- 


tion, ( miſerable Fruits of Praying) have 
found their Way among us? The Apo- 
ſtle's early fad 1 has made it- 


ſelf, 


(8) 
ſelf, in the expreſſeſt Terms, our own: 
One is of Paul, another of Apollos: And 
a new Schiſm 1s crept up among us, even 
worſe (if worſe can be) than the very 
Separation, ee 5 


Fourthly, Be it conſider d, whence this 
long- praying Fancy in the Pulpit took 
* its Beginning; even from Mr. Cartwright, 
© that Ring- leader of the Puritan Faction, 
in the Time of Queen Elizabeth, who 
* firſt turn d the Canon into a long Prayer 
* of his own Head; and 'twas the very 
Engine, whereby he, and his Fol- 
* lowers, undermin'd the Common Pray- 
*ers of the Church. 


And is not this the Way, whereby. the 
Conventicle ſhall, in due time, be brought 
again into the Church? Does it not vi- 
fibly gain Ground upon us, by the Aſſi- 
ſtance of thoſe good Men, the Moderate 
Divines; who, indeed, have gone ſo far 
in tempering, and working up their Pul- 
pit Exercitations to the Puritanick Mode, 
that were we to truck a Hundred ſuch 

| among 
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| theirs L a not in what reſpect either 
they or we ſhould need to trouble our 
Hleads about the Alteration. Be it then 

| the Reſolution of every hearty Church f 
| England Clerg man, ſtrictly to put in Pra- 
| ice the King's moſt gracious Order. And 
would to Gop they would one and all 
unite upon this ſo opportune and exiti- 
cal Occafion, in a vigorous and unani- 
| mous Agreement, to make the ſtrict Lets 
ter of the Canon their ſure and ſteady 
| Rule. This will ſhew the Loyal Sub- 
ject, the honeſt Churchman ; and they who 
| ſhall continue to. preferr their own "i 
tick Fancies, to what is both the Church's 
Order, and now the ſpecial In junctiam of 

our King, if they are not cenſur'd as they 

ought, they ſhall at leaſt deſerve to be db 
finguſbi'd and explogeg: by every - *. 
ver — the Church. 


Hence by an n eaſy Step! we are led to a 


Fifth Reaſon, a very " comprehenive 
| one: This Sort of os et 
— 4 ntd 


” — 


EF - (w} 
into the Pulpit for Publick Uſe; ftands 
condemn d by almoſt all thoſe Argu- 
ments, that are brought by the Church 
of England, againſt the unwarrantable 27 
Effuſions utter'd in Meeting - Houſes. : 
There come the good People to pray for 


ſomething, they know not what: But 


their implicite Devotion gives itſelf up 


to whatſoever the Speaker's Lips ſhall | 


dictate : And this. is the Popery and 
Presbytery of ſuch a Way of Praying, 


as many have introduc d into our Church: 


Hence thoſe Men come to think the 
better of themſelves, who, deſpiſing the 


Service of the Liturgy, come not thither 


till-Pulpit-Time: And then how joyous 
is it to hear thoſe Flights, which make 
them fancy they are til] in the beloved 


| Meeting ; though, perhaps, the Man they 


hear, 1s cloathed either with Lawn, or 
Scotch Cambrick, 


Sizthly, This Uſage of a Publick Pri- 
vate Prayer is contrary to an evident 


| Fundamental of the Church, which has 


bro | 


is 


* 
» 
1 | 
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( 11 1 
provided publick Offices for every poſ- 
ſible Occaſion; to the end that all Things 
having been prudently and duly weighed 
5 and ſettl'd, the many Inconveniences and 
1 Irregulatities , which might ariſe from 
the particular and varying Fancies of 

{ Men, might all at.once be ſuperſeded. 
Ne forte aliquid contra fidem, vel per igno- 
| rantiam, vel per minus ſtudium, ſit compoſitum. 
As it's worded in the twelfth Canon of 
| the Milevitan Council, Leſt either through 
| Ignorance, or want of ſufficient Weighing, any 
| Thing be huddled up, which is not Ortho- 
| dox. ot Toh} Za EF Y 
Lis therefore a preſumptuous Uſurpa- - 
tion upon the Church, for any Man to 
veſt himſelf with a Miniſterial Office, 
ſuch as he is not, by the Authority of 
the Church, entruſted with. And certain- 
ly, whoſoever does it, acts the Presbyte- 
ſrian and Independent both, whilſt he vents 
his own Conceits, and gives them fortli 
as the People's publick Prayer; and nei- 
ther ſtays for the Direction, nor minds 
ern Ik 


is in the 55th Canon. 


King of England, Scotland, France, and 
5 Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and ſu- 


þ preme Governor in theſe his Realms, 


(1) Z 
the Prohibition, of any of his Superi- 


Let me therefore now obſetve what 
is the particular Inſtitution and Provifion 
of the Church in this Affair: Take it as it 


* 
1 


Before all Sermons, Lectures, and Hor 


milies, vhe Preachers and Miniſters. ſhall 


move the People to join with then in Prayer, 


in this Form, or to this Effect; as briefly as 


conveniently they may. Fe ſhall pray for 
* Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, that is, 


I for the whole Congregation of Chriſtian | 


„People, diſperſed throughout the whole 
World; and eſpecially, for the Churches 


K of England, Scotland, and Ireland. And 
herein, I require you moſt- eſpecially , 


* to pray for the King's moſt excellent | 
* Majeſty, our Sovereign Lord, James, 


and all other his Dominions and Coun- 
$ tries, over all Perſons, in all Cauſes, | 


© as | 


630 
*. as well Eccleſiaſtical as Temporal. Ye 


„ ſhall alſo pray for our gracious. Queen 
© Anne; the noble Prince Henry,, and the 


ö reſt of the King's and Queen's Royal 


* Iffue. Ye ſhall alſo pray for the Mi- 


© viſters of God's Holy Word and Sacra- 
8 ments, as well Archbiſhops and Bi- 


F 


| ſhops, as other Paſtors and Cr Ye 
ſhall alſo, pray for the King's moſt ho- 


F | nourable. Council, and for all the No- 


c 


> 


BE: 


- & 


0 


R. 


N 


* bility and Magiſtrates of this Realm; 
that pl} and every of theſe, in their ſe- 
veral Callings, may ſerve truly and 
pain nfally, © the Glory of God, and 
the difying and well Governing of his 
- People, remembring the Account that 
they muſt make. Alſo ye ſhall pray for 
the whole Commons of this Realm, 
that they may live in the true Faith and 
Fear of God, in humble Obedience 
to the King, and Brotherly Charity 
one to another. Finally, let us praiſe 
God, for all thoſe which are departed 
out of this Life in the Faith of Tri, 
and pray unto God that we may have i 
Grace to direct our Lives ater their 
| _ 


: K 

good Example: That, this Life ended, 
we may be made Partakers with them 
of the glorious Reſurrect ion in the Life 
everlaſting: Always concluding with 


* the Lord's Prayer, 
5 1]; 


6 
N 
G 
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You ſee here what all this Pray ing- 
Work is, at laſt; come to, even to an 
Exhortation. Te: ſhall move the People to 
pray fer Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, Ge, 


And now, Is it nobeꝛlie ſtrangeſt Thing it 
the World, that the only Canon, which ſeems 
to ſtand veſted with an Authority ſupe- 
riour tothe all; thut that Canon, which, 
] have ſhewn, demands the Clergy's Ob- 
ſervance, upbh their Faith more particu- 
latly-plighted to it, previous to their Or- 
dination (and as if this was not enough, 
which has been made even a Part of the 
Law of the Land) that this Canon 
ſhould',' in ſo extraordinary '8 Manner, 
and by ſo general a Conſent, have been 
ſer aſide, as we haveclivd to behold it? 


„00 Nas 
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Whatever Account may be given of 
the Origine and Growth of this Pro- 
ceeding, nothing, I am very ſure, can 
be pleaded in its ſufficient Juſtification. 
If it be Cuſtom has introduc'd it, (for 
this I apprehend to be now the general 
Plea) I ſay, God forbid, that this ſhould 
ever be thought of Weight enough againſt 
the Canons of the Church: And Time 
may come, if the Clergy themſelves ſhall 
make this Argument a Reaſon of their 
Behaviour, when it may be turn'd againſt 
them to their Coſt; when they ſhall ſee 
themlelves flic'd of many a Privilege, 
and many a wholſome Order, by it. Has 
it not already loſt them their Right of 
chooſing one Churchwarden, in moſt, if not 
all, the Pariſhes in and about the Ci- 
oy of London? Nay, are there not many 
ariſhes, wherein they cannot ſo much as 
chooſe their Clerk ? And more, is it not this 
Thing call'd Cuſtom,,.. that has ſtripp'd 
many a Benehice of better than half its 
Income? Cuſtom and the abſurd Good- 
Nature of Incumbents, willing to oblige 
, . their 


their People, have done it. Surely there 
is nothing lies ſo heavily this Day upon 
our poor Church, its Authority, its Pu- 
rity, its Rights, and Conſtitutions, as 
this intolerable Oppreſſor and Devourer 
of every ſacred Thing. 1 


Let me therefore beſeech tlie Clergy 
to proceed by any Argument, rather than 
this unwritten unwarrantable Thing, Cu- 
ſtom; which will make us the greateſt Sin- 
ners, and the worſt of Men. And if already 
it has committed ſuch Pillage in the 
Church, when the Clergy ſhall be ſeen to 
conſecrate the Argument, by vouching it 


for themſelves, ſhall they then complain, 


if again it be topp'd upon them to the 
Loſs of a poor Remainder of Privilege 
_ --Wh which as yet continues with 


But fince we have had the Canon now 
before us; I ſhall deſire two Things may 
a little more expreſly be confider'd there- 
upon; Firſt, the Practice of Divines, as 
reſpecting the Matter of the Canon, ſup- 


im 
poſing it (with them who have made it 
fo) to be a Prayer. Secondly, as reſpe- 
Qing its proper and real Form, an Exhor- 


* 
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And firſt: Since a Summary of the 
Matter will lie before us in theſe ſo di- 
ſtin& and plain Particulars ; viz. The uni- 
verſal Church, and in particular our own ;. 
the King, with his Titles; the Prince, 
Princeſs, and Royal Family; the Mini- 
ſters of the: ſacred. Order; the King's 
Council, Nobility, . and Magiſtrates ; 
the whole Commons: Finally, praiſing 
God for Saints, and praying Grace to 
follow their Examples: Since this is the 
total Matter; What has any one to do 
to introduce (as it were in perfect Oppo- 
ſtition to the very firſt Article) the Hea- 
then World, fetching in Fews, Turks, In- 
1 fidels, and Hereticks; nay ſometimes put- 

ting in this Company the Schiſmaticks - 
(for ſo I have heard it done) as by Inti- 

mation (wicked Thing!) that theſe too 


Canon. 


(18) 


were as Unchriſtian and ro ng a Race, 
as any of the reſt ? f 


What Head muſt the Sick, 1 Di- 


ſtreſſed, and the Troubled in Mind, come 


under 23 


And why wb the ThankG@iving ve, 
which 4 in only departed Saints, be 
loaded with our Friends and Bene efafors, 


good Name, Food and Raiment, and more 
of this Sort, which the Speaker perha ps 


may have at Heart ? 


have named a few Things only, 5 
mong the Multitude, which are often 
brought to accompany, I ſhould ſay to ſmal- 
low up, or bury, the Particulars of the 
All which, as proper Things (as 
to be ſure they are) to pray to and praiſe 
God for, in Time and Place, if yet we 
ſhall bring them in here, and mingle up 
the Parts - the Canons with them ; what 


then will be become of the Canon itſelf ? 
Where will be its Shape, its Features, its 


Form, 


0 
Form, in ſuch a Multitude of other 
Matters, Anitfed and crowded in upon it? 


And * chan all, will not this be to 
carry the Desk into the Pulpit? And 
ſhall any Man, guilty of the — 
Zeal of praying all over again, for Things 


which have already been ask d in ſo grave 
and 'ſolenin/ a Form, as is the Liturgy; 
fall any Man do this, and yet ſay, le 


doth not walk in the ſame Councils, ſtand 
wy the Way, and fit in the Seat with the 


atme Scorners (namely the  Diſſenters from 


our Chureh) who fancy themſelves wiſer 
than the Compilers of our rs and 
me Directors of our Canons? 
3 467 

"He chat kad dead the aforeſaid Lahe 
over, and has Seriſe enough but to er 
What the Swhſtance, or Matter, ot Effet 
of any Thing does mean, muſt perceive, 
that Things, like thoſe we have mention d, 


can have no Right or Reaſon to place 
themſelves amongſt the Particulars there 


contain d; much leſs (ſuppoſing any Man 
0 Da could 


| how then ſhall it 
„„ 


PD * 
— —— — — V— 
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(20) 


could fairly ſhew the Head or Heads that 


might properly receive them) are they at 


all conform to thoſe Words of the Ca- 


oy 29 \ 


| In a Word, what can be added to the 
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would not here, 


can? 


-% 
* k 
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The only Thing we 


however, be thought by, à too preciſe 


Reſtriction to condemn, is what: relates, 
to Univerſities, Bodies Corporate, or parti- 
cular. Sacteties,; where thei Reaſon of the 
Thing, has pleaded. for certain Clauſes:,; 


which have begn conſtantly; inſerted ,, 


reſpecting ſuch Communities. Theſe, 


have a peculiar Right, ſuch as hardly. | 
5 55 | | any 


TY 


any other Thing can claim. And that for 


two Reaſons: Firſt, they are not men- 
tioned in the Liturgy by any expreſs Pe- 
tition for them: Secondly, they are to 


the Tenour and Effect with the main 


Purport of the Canon, which, conſiſting: 
| altogether! of Articles "of a general Na- 
ture and. Concern; ſuch, in a narrow 
| Sphere, are theſe; and there is reaſon 
they should be ſpecify'd, as well.toſhew 


reſpect: to a. particular Society, whereof, 


perhaps the Preachers is a Member, at 
| leaſt before whom he then appears, as, 
allo to call-upan the Hearers for that ſo 


juſt a Tribute, as are the Prayers of- 
Mes. for. the comman Good 


and] Wellare of His Hole nr gh 


e vIY 


And > page we. come, foot to the 


very greateſt and Srofſeſt Enormity of 
all; viz. the practice of ſome Divines 


with reſpect to the proper and real Form 
of the Canon, as it is an , Ezhortation. 
For does the Canon ſay „ the Miniſters 
* mode the People to 9, &c.? Alas, 
0 1 


—— * 
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(22) 
the People may do as they pleaſe; for a- 
ny ſuch Exhortation given them by the 
Miniſter : And when they come where 
they ſhould hear their Duty preſsd upon 
them in the aforeſaid moving Form, be- 
hold, the Miniſter has converted it to a 
Prayer, and is got to his own Devotions 


upon the Subject of the Canon. 


I have known ſome Godly NMople, 
whoſe Devotion has gone be fend their 
Underſtandings, (for they alſo have turn d 
more Things into Prayer than they 
ſhould) moving their Lips te ever 
Word, whilſt the Miniſter has been pro- 
nouncing the Abſelution; and ſo inſtead! 
of filently and humbly hearing-themſelves: 
abſolvd, have been very ſacerdotall) par- 
doning and abſolving/the Wee Cl gre- 5 
gion, - + ae „ 


150 = | 
Now fay yoo; lik the People will 

ſometimes turn Priefts, why may not the 

Prieſts, to be but even with them; turn 


People ; and when this Form-ef- Exhor- 
tation 


(23) 
tation comes for the good People's Uſe; 
apply it to themſelves, and go to Prayers 
with it; eſpecially when they can ſay, 
that though the People are not the Prieſts, 
yet the Friefts, if they pleaſe, can ſay 
they are the People? 


Now certainly, none will ſay, that this 


is to uſe the Canon to the Effect 


intended. And ſurely, if there be in 


Nature ſuch a practicable Thing, as wre 
ſting and perverting Words to a different 
Intention and Purpoſe, than what was 
their firſt and real Deſign, no greater 
Inftance can well be given of this, than 


when thoſe Words, which ſhould have 
been deliver'd in Form of Excitement to an 
Auditory, are transferrd from them, and 


put up to God in the Way of Supplication. 


Ti true, there are Divines of the 


Orthedozer Sort, who have freed themſelves 
from this Objection, by keeping pretty 


| ſtrictly both to the Matter of the Canon, 
and by ufing it only as a Bidding Pray- 


er; 


n 


er; a Word, which, however, I confeſs 


has ſomething ſtagger' dl my Underſtand- 


ing. For what is a Bidding Prayer ? He 
that uſes it Prayer-wiſe, that is, he 


that prays to God, does not ſurely bid 
the People pray, or if he bids them pray, 
this is not to pray himſelf, And there- 
fore, if there be ſo great a Difference 


(and is not the Difference a wide one?) 


betwixt a Man's directing what he ſays 


to God, and to the People, the Bidding 


Prayer is two Terms got together with ve⸗ 
ry little Conſiſtency. me 


But theſe are only Words. Some, 
I ſay, have freed themſelves from this 
Objection, by uſing it as a Bidding Form: 
Yet whilſt it has been done in thoſe am- 


biguous Terms, Pray we, or Let us pray, 
and eſpecially, when the Speaker has en- 


very, fo uncertain, that no Man knew 


whether he really pray d, or only bad the 


ereas d the a a Manner of Deli- 


People pray : What has been the Reſult, 
but that the Congregation has ny 
| under- 


— — 
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1 
underſtood this Pulpit- Service ns « 
Prayer; and many are 4 who, 
having been entertain d w th ſuch 
- Bidding Prayer (us they call it) for 
Years together, are ready to give 
their Evidence, that they always 
thought no other than that the Mi- 
niſter was at Prayers, But now no- 
thing can. give the honeſt-hearted 
Churchman more Concern, than to 
imagine, That any of our Services 
ſhould ſtand in need of the leaſt Diſguiſe! 
That the Church of England, whoſe 
Sincerity is a Character ſo peculiarly 
its own, ſhould want, though it 
were but the ſinalleſt Turn of preva- 
ricating Art! 'Tis for the Maſs- 
Houſe to amuſe the People with 
Latin Services, or for the Meeting to 
deafen them with as myſterious an 
Effuſion of unintelligible Cant; let theſe 
be held to a Devotion, that is the 
Child and Offſpring of that blind 
Mother, which train d them up 
in 


(26) 
in every Error : But the Church; 
which has no ſuch Deſigns, can nee 
to appoint no Services, but ſuch as 
_ defire to approve themſelves b * 
ſhewn in their own Simplicity an 
Sa | 5 
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No Inſtance can be given, where- 
in Church-Congregations were ever 
detaind in ſo univerſal a Miſappre- 
henſion of the Nature of any publick 
Service, as in the Caſe before us. 
And the Clergy, I preſume to ſay , 
(the laſt-mention'd Sort eſpecially ) 

would have ſcorn'd to have for- 
warded any Error, which, in itſelf, 
had appeard at all as criminal, as 
this in its Conſequences has prov'd , 
with .reſpe& to Church-Unity, Hence 
then, even this weak Endeavour of 
an unknown Writer takes hope to 
find a Notice, not unworthy the ho- 
neſt Aim and Sincerity of Principle 


(for 


(op) 


(for from theſe it truly has pro- 


ceeded ) which are ſo ſure to find re- 
pard at the Hands of good and pi- 


_ ous Men. Nor will thoſe Reverend 


Perſons diſdain to be admoniſh'd 
(no matter who the Author be) 
upon a Caſe wherein they ſhall per- 


ceive the Church's Unity, Purity, 
Order, nay Ort hodoæy, and even Safe- 


ty, are ſo really the Things in Dan- 


e 


How little need of Importunity 
would the ever prompt and glowing 
Zeal of that Body ſhew itſelf, did but 
ſome Formidable Occaſion call them 
forth to the Noble Stand, ſome mighty 
Proof of a brave and paſſive Forti- 
tude? How ſhould we (ee them (for 
we have ſeen it more than pnce) 
girding their Loins about with Truth 


and Faith, and, in the Name of God 


advancing againſt the threatning roud 
wy E 2 5h, 


(28) 
Philiſtine, who ſhould defy the Armies 
of the Living God ? We know (and 


how could I dwell upon the bleſſed 
comfortable Thought?) That the 


1 ty, Perſeverance, and Zeal of thoſe 
Worthies, are a Shield, and an 
4 Armory, 'by Means of which, and 
the Bleſſing of God, the Church of 
1 England ſhat never need to fear the 
1 


Vorſt that Earth and Hell can thres. 


Let not thoſe great Minds deſpiſe 
our little Things; if that can be ac. 


a creeping, and ſeemin by Gow! — 
we know, has involy hurck 


ruption. - 


* 


ſteady Courage, undaunted Pies 


counted little, which tho it be but 


in. many grievous Diſaſters and . 


Lie 
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Little to Appearance it may ſeem, 
and hardly worth diſputing, whether 
we pray or exhort to pray, juſt at ſuch 
a Juncture; or whether, in the Qbſer- 
vation of the Canon, the Clergy keep 
to the ſtrict Letter, or to the full Ef- 


fect. Let, when we ſhall conſider how 


all our Obligations center in the 
Articles, Liturgy, and Canons; how 


this, the beſt of Services, has been 


ſupplanted by a Puritanick Cant, which 


has exalted itſelf above the Com- 


mon Prayer, by getting into our Pul- 
its; when by cur giving Way to 
Pulpt-Prayer ſome have found means 


to pray the Liturgy out of Doors; 


when we have ſeen, at the Breaches 
made in this Fence, a Cartwright, with 
his Faction, entring; and more than 
all, when we fee Cartwrights, not a 
few , now, even now , 
them 


Church, we know moſt « 


(30) 
themſelves with mighty Hopes, for 
alas Cc. = 


This ſure will teach us to be wary, 
jealous, minutely ſcrupulous, how 
thoſe Orders are the leaſt receded 
from, which, though they are not the 
Inner Temple, the Effentials of our 


be the Fences of it, and the V 
ought not to be rent in ſunder. 


This, this muſt teach us now at laſt 
to ſee our Error, in having ſo long and 


ſo _— gone aſide from that Canon, 


which, being parted with, we loſe 
as it were a Counterſcarp; a Poſt 
ſo advantageous ' for the Enemy to 
make their Lodgment on, that we 
ſhould not loſe it (though we expos'd 
our Lives) but Inch by Inch. But 
alas! if we can bear to ſee ourſelves 


inchd 


(31) 
inch'd upon in this Nature, becauſe 
we will not care nor fear ; becauſe 


1 we deſpisd the Eaſineſs of Preven- 
tion, how little ſhall they be bla- 
med, or we pitied, if the Convi- 


ction of our Folly come upon us in 


that ill Hour, when the Power of 


Redreſſing it is no more? 


The ſhort Reſult of all is this. 
We cannot now with Decency refufe 
' Compliance with the Canon , as to 
its full Effect, when that, which 


ſhould have been before our Rule, 


by ſo many cogent Reaſons, comes en- 
| forc'd anew by Royal Order. And if 
to this we add the many Arguments 
of Zeal, and Prudence, and the Church's 
Safety; requiring our literal unya- 
rying Obſervance of it, we can never 
wave complying with it in the ſtri- 
Geſt Way. 4 
0 
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To be at Unity in the Church, 
we muſt too be at Unanimity, in 
this Reſpect, as well as others, 
And 'tis only a general Reſolve a- 
mong Divines, of doing thus through- 
out the Nation (among the Ortho- 
dor Part however) that can eſtabliſh 
us to Purpoſe. One Liberty of 
Varying, we know, will produce a- 
nothen: One Variation, tho of a 
wWarrantable Sort, ſhall be a Cloak, 
a Screen, for others, of .a more li- 
centious Nature; for what ſome in- | 
 nocently _ do, others with Guile 
and Art ſhall practiſe to our Miſchief, 
So that were we, now this Day, to 
be all reformed by the Canon Order, 
without the Canon Letter too, what 
could it avail us to be amended in 
ſuch a Way, which would fo natu- 
rally, fo infallibly, bring us back 
again to a Neceſſity of the ſame, or 
better Amendments? 


ig 


But | 
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(33) 


But when we ſhall have made it a 
Point of ſtriẽt Religion, a Part of our 
* Conſcientious Truſt, to be at a literal 
Certainty in our Rule, and Hand in 
Hand ſhall join in this ſtrict and in- 
diſſoluble Unity, who ſhall doubt, 
but this muſt be a Way, moſt ſurely 
preventative of whatever can be fear d 
from all licentious Uſages of, or 
Departures from, the Canon, . which 

| any ſhall dare to make? 


| This will deterr particular Perſons 
from practiſing hypocritical Arts, to 
delude a weaker Sort among us; and 

the Church, if it be not clearly purg'd 
of the Fanaticiſm of Whining long 
1 Phariſaical Prayers, ſhall however be 
1 furniſh'd with a Watch-Word, where- 
by the moſt: Igndrant of the Con- 
F AS 


(34) 


gregation ſhall diſcover and be aware 
of Puritans and Puritanick Trimmers, 
however diſguis d in the undiſtin- 
puiſh d Cloathing of Conforming Habits. 
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